
                                  MEDIA RELEASE                         
 
   

 
Lying in the heart of the Greater Toronto Area, King Township is located within York Region, one of the fastest growing and diverse economies in 
Canada. More than 60 per cent of the Holland Marsh, also known as Ontario's salad bowl, lies within King Township. Though predominantly rural, 
most of King Township’s 26,000 residents live in the communities of King City, Nobleton and Schomberg. Residents and visitors are drawn to King 
because of its rural lifestyle, village atmosphere and quality of life. For more information visit us at www.king.ca 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                  May 4, 2020 
 

King’s Economic Development staff are  
here to help businesses 

A shift towards establishing a formal King Business Concierge program is unfolding during this 

unprecedented crisis. King’s economic development staff have connected virtually with more than 500 

business stakeholders since the COVID-19 pandemic was declared on March 12. Staff have been 

proactively reaching out to businesses and responding to questions about what kinds of supports and 

resources are available to help them weather the economic uncertainty caused by this crisis.  

Within a week of the pandemic being declared King’s Economic Development Office developed a 

business resource portal to help business owners navigate the various assistance programs available to 

them, accessible at www.economicking.ca/covid-19. As a result of this new portal, traffic to the website 

increased to more than 4,200 visitors in both March and April, almost doubling the number of visits in 

February. 

King Township is a proud partner in the Northern York Region (N6) COVID-19 Business Recovery 

Information Centre. The Northern Six (N6) municipalities of York Region (Aurora, East Gwillimbury, 

Georgina, King, Newmarket and Stouffville) and the York Region Economic Strategy Office are working 

together to assist local businesses through this crisis. As a result, an intake form has been developed and 

businesses are encouraged to submit their information at bit.ly/businessrecovery. The N6 municipalities 

will be using the responses and aggregated data to develop appropriate measures and actions to support 

and assist businesses to adjust and adapt.  

A ShopKING portal was also quickly launched on March 19, to promote essential businesses that were 

connecting safely with customers through physical distancing purchasing options, accessible at 

www.economicking.ca/physical-distance-shopking.  

“We’re seeing some encouraging news out of this quick action,” said Mayor Pellegrini. “On their own, and 

with our help to get the word out, 60 per cent of King’s restaurants managed to quickly pivot to provide 

take-out and delivery options, while adhering to physical distancing orders put in place by the Province.” 

Continued on next page 

http://www.economicking.ca/covid-19
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“As the province takes a measured and staged approach to fully re-open for business, the Township will 

be there to provide guidance and support for our businesses and local economy to be more resilient and 

stronger than ever,” said Mayor Pellegrini.  

To help the Township identify concerns and challenges, and to assist with developing a plan moving 

forward, Mayor Pellegrini will be hosting a Virtual Business Roundtable. The Roundtable will include a 

cross-section of local business leaders, King Chamber of Commerce members, and elected officials from 

other levels of government. Hon. Deb Schulte (MP, King-Vaughan), Hon. Stephen Lecce (MPP, King-

Vaughan) and Hon. Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria (MPP, Brampton South) will be participating in the 

roundtable.  

In the months to come, council, staff and local businesses will continue to work together, including as 

participants on the York Region Business Recovery Support Partnership initiative. This collaboration, led 

by York Region’s Economic Strategy Division, with local business and economy stakeholders are joining 

forces to coordinate a regional response to COVID-19. The goals of the partnership include economic 

impact assessment, streamlined business advisory support and business community communications. 

 “While all levels of government have taken swift and unprecedented actions and measures to support 

local businesses adapt and recover, we collectively are always looking and listening for ways to do more,” 

said Mayor Pellegrini. 

-30- 

Attachments: King Support Measures Info-Graphic (2 pages) 

Media contact | Jason Ballantyne, Communications Officer | Phone: 416-559-5093 | E-mail: jballantyne@king.ca 

mailto:jballantyne@king.ca


King Business 
Support Measures

COVID-19

Communicating 
with 

business
500

Covid-19 
Resources for 
Businesses 
Page
Business recovery 
efforts and 
resources

Northern York Region 
Business Recovery 
Information
Centre

+

2,335
2,261
4,231
4,238

Jan

Feb
Mar
Apr

economicking.ca 
total visits by month

promoting essential 
businesses offering 
physically distant 
shopping options

RESTAURANTS GROCERIES PHARMACIES

stakeholders

Last updated 
May 1st, 2020

Business recovery efforts began 
through the economicking.ca 
website on March 19th with the 
launch of the Covid-19 Resources 
for Businesses portal and the 
ShopKING portal to promote 
essential businesses that are 
openopen to the community and are 
offering physically distant 
shopping options. 

1

ShopKING Social Media Outreach

19,800

7,300

Tweet 
impressions

Impressions of
page posts

virtually



Snapshot of King’s 
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